Although much has been written about the Gulf conflict, comparatively little attention has been paid to the medical aspects of the conflict and to the overall balance between the costs and benefits. As the situation continues to evolve in Iraq it becomes clearer that some of the short term effects of the war given so much publicity will be overshadowed by the medium and long term adverse consequences. The overall balance between the costs and benefits of war has to be assessed in terms of its impact on human health, human rights, the environment, the economy, and the long term political balance in the region. This paper considers primarily the impacts on health but also touches on other fields.
were estimated as 5000-15 000.' The United Nations' Ahtisaari report of 28 March estimated that 9000 homes were destroyed or damaged beyond repair during the war.3 Dr Ibrahim Al-Noore, head of the Iraqi Red Crescent, estimated that as early as 6 February Coalition bombing had caused 6000-7000 civilian deaths and that there had been a further 6000 deaths resulting from contaminated water and destruction of medical services and food stores. 4 The Kurdish commander, Masoud Barzani, was quoted as saying that there had been 3000 civilian casualties in the northern town of Kirkuk alone, and 300 casualties from a raid on an Iraqi helicopter base sited close to a Kurdish camp at Harir. 5 The 
